 ViaAqua® In-Sump Skimmer 

Models Available:

· SK200

· SK388

Important:

Before installation of the ViaAqua® In-sump Skimmer read and follows these important safeguards and safety guidelines.
· Do not operate Via Aqua® pump without being fully submersed at all times. Failure to do so will cause permanent damage to the pump.

· Prior to maintenance on any electrical aquarium device or maintenance to the aquarium, you must disconnect/unplug all electrical aquarium devices. 

· The national code requires that a GFCI (Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter) must be utilized in the branch circuit that supplies electrical power to the aquarium pump and all other electrical aquarium devices. 

· A drip loop must be used when plugging in all electrical aquarium devices.

· Do not plug into an extension cord.

· Routine maintenance is required to ensure the maximum performance and longevity of the ViaAqua® pump. See maintenance.

It is the sole responsibility of the user to verify that the receptacle is clean and free of moisture at all times. The receptacle must be free of water, salt, calcium and magnesium deposits. Failure to do so will cause fire and/or permanent damage to the pump.

Do not deviate from the Safeguards and Safety guidelines

Directions for Installation:

For your convenience the ViaAqua® skimmer is already assembled. 

1. Remove the collection cup and wash well with a mild detergent and rinse with hot water. Insure all the detergent is removed from the collection cup.

2. Fill the skimmer half way with salt water and place in the sump. 

· Place so that the discharge of the skimmer is the farthest from the return pump.

· Sumps minimum water level is 5.5” and maximum water level is 9”

3. Plug the pump into a GFCI electrical outlet. 

4. Place the collection cup on the skimmer. 

5. Open the Air Regulator 75% and adjust the variable discharge to ¾” form the bottom of the collection cup.

6. Before doing any other adjustments to the skimmer let operate for a minimum of 1 hour. 

7. Now the skimmer will be either doing the following skimming properly, collecting water and no protein or not skimming/collecting any protein. If the skimmer is not working properly follow the following instructions depending on the specific situation.
Note: The skimmer will not work without a biological load. 

Collecting water and no protein

1. Lower the variable discharge in ½” increments until the bubbles stop overflowing into the collection cup and the unit begins to skim. Loosen the discharge compression nut and lower tube. Tighten to set.

2. If the variable discharge is as low as possible and water is still collecting in the cup, then start to increase the volume of air by turning the air control valve towards the H by a 1/8 of a turn until the unit begins to skim. By increasing the air volume will decrease the water level.

Note: 

· Check salinity 10.0022-10.0025

· The use of certain water conditioner will cause excess bubbles and cause the skimmer to collect water and the water conditioner. This will occur until the water conditioner is completely removed. Water conditioners that increase slime coat are more prone to affect the skimmer. 

· The use of medications will cause excess bubbles and cause the skimmer to collect water and the medication. This will occur until the water conditioner is completely removed.

· Water level in the sump is too high 5.5”-9.5”.

Not skimming/collecting any protein

1. Decrease air volume by turning the air control valve towards the L by a 1/8 of a turn until the unit begins to skim.

2. Raise the variable discharge in ½” increments until the bubbles reach half way up the neck of the collection cup. Loosen the discharge compression nut and raise tube. Tighten to set. Wait a short period of time and if skimming does not begin raise the variable discharge a small amount. (Approximately 1/8”) Continue to raise until the unit begins to skim.

Note:

· Check the salinity 10.0022-10.0025

· There must be a biological load. In short there must be livestock in the aquarium.

· The collection cup has not been washed with a mild detergent.

· Water level in the sump is to low 5.5”-9.5” 

Maintenance
ViaAqua® water Pump and Venturi:

1. Disconnect the pump from the electrical outlet.

2. Remove the skimmer from the sump. 

3. Remove all the water from the skimmer body.

4. Remove the venturi tube and air control valve and run water through the unit so that water runs through air control valve.

5. Remove the impeller well cover 

6. Remove the impeller and the shaft, clean well. A small amount of vinegar should be used to clean the ceramic shaft. 

7. With a small brush clean the inside of the impeller well.

8. Reassemble and install back into the sump.
Discharge Sponge

If sponge clogs the water level in the skimmer will increase causing the skimmer to collect wetter foam/water in the collection cup. Clean twice a month and replace when needed.

Collection Cup

Clean as needed. At times the collection cup may have to be cleaned everyday. Keeping the collection cup clean insures a properly operating skimmer.

      Main Body

1. Disconnect the pump from the electrical outlet.

2. Remove the skimmer from the sump. 

3. Remove all the water from the skimmer body.

4. Remove the pump from the skimmer body. This is done by loosening both nuts and removing the 90-degree clear pump discharge tube. After slide pump from the base.

5. Fill unit with water and add a small amount of bleach. Approximate a capful.

6. Let stand for 1 hour.

7. Rinse unit well and refill with fresh water

8. Add a water conditioner that removes chlorine to the water and let stand for 1 hour. 

9. Rinse well 

10. Reassemble and install

Parts List:

Discharge sponge

Variable discharge tube

Discharge compression nut

Main body

Base

Collection cup lid

Collection cup

Intake compression nut

Air control valve

90-degree clear pump discharge tube

Venturi intake tube

Treaded pump adapter

Venturi tube adapter

Pump

